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Article 8. General Equipment Requirements

TITLE 13. - California Code of Regulations
Chapter 6.5. Motor Carrier Safety
Article 8

(1) Section 1268 is amended to read:

8Buses (except school buses and buses operatad l@nforcement agencies to transport
prisoners) and all farm lab&weks vehiclesshall be equipped with emergency exits as follows:
(a) September 1, 1973, and Later--Every Type Inbaisufactured on or after September 1, 1973,
shall comply with the Federal Motor Vehicle Staretad7 applicable at the time of manufacture.
(b) Before September 1973--Every Type 1 bus matwfad before September 1, 1973, shall be
equipped with at least one of the following:

(1) An emergency door on the left side to the ofdhe driver's seat

(2) An emergency door at the rear center of the bus

(3) Escape windows of the push-out type

(c) Type 2 Bus--Every Type 2 bus shall be equipp#d at least one emergency door or push-
out escape window either at the rear of the busaach side, to the rear of the driver's seat.
(d) Federal Standard--Buses equipped with emergexity conforming to FMVSS 217 are
deemed in compliance with this section.

(e) Exemption--Any bus in service within singleaatjoining municipalities or business or
residential districts adjacent to and commercipdiyt of such municipalities is exempt from
emergency exit requirements when equipped withoa dext to each passenger seat or (in
addition to the front entrance) an exit door treat be easily opened by a passenger in an
emergency. Open air type buses shall be deemaimpl@nce with this subsection if the side
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enclosures do not exceed 50 in. in height meaduweadthe vehicle floor and the open area
meets the emergency exit size and location regeinésrin FMVSS 217 for buses of 10,000
GVWR or less.

(f) Specifications for Emergency Doors--Every enegrgy door shall have:

(1) An opening from the floor to the top of the waw line or higher and at least 24 in. wide

(2) A latch that can be readily opened by a passeingan emergency

(3) On buses (other than farm labor vehickesvarning device that is not directly connectethw
any lighting circuit and will actuate, when the da®unlatched, either an audible signal or an
easily seen red light on the instrument panel

(4) A sign reading "Emergency Door" on the intenbeach emergency door or center exit door
used in lieu thereof, except that farm labor vedgdhall have signs reading "Emergency Exit"
on the exterior and interior of emergency exitafed in English and the language of the workers
being transported

(g9) Emergency Exit Locking Device. Every emergeegif locking device shall be designed and
installed in such a manner that it cannot moveltxked condition as a result of vehicle
vibration, vehicle movement or other unintentiocalises.

(h) Farm Laboiruek- Vehicle Emergency Exits--Every farm labor vehicle withesehclosures
more than 50 in. high, or with clearance of lesstB0 in. between the upper edge of the side
enclosures and the top, or with vertical roof sufgpless than 30 in. apart shall have an
emergency exit remote from the entrance. Vehiabegarming with emergency exit
requirements of subsection (f) of this section ldb@ldeemed in compliance.

(1) Size of Door Opening. Farm labor vehicle emeegeexit doors shall have an opening at
least 7 sq ft in area and 2 ft wide. They shalbperable from both the interior and exterior of
the vehicle. Single-panel hinged side doors stehibged on the front edge.

(2) Aisle Space. Farm labor vehicle aisle spac# bhasufficient to permit rapid movement or
unloading of passengers in event of an emergenayo kevent, shall an aisle or other access to
any emergency exit be blocked by baggage or otbstaoles.

Note: Authority and reference cited: Sections 301, 34501 and 34501.5, Vehicle Code.

(2) Section 1270.3 is amended to read:

(a) Farm Labor Vehicle Passenger Seats. Seatimmgrawodations for each passenger shall

prowde a space wﬂhelep%h—ef—at—least—]:@—mehesa, W|dth of at Ieast 15 |nchesand—a—he4ght

passengeps—#em—famng—eﬁ—the—%hJeleFarm Iabor vehlcle seat frames and backs shaII be

rigidly constructed and maintained to ensure stmattsafety and resistance to displacement of
any component in the event of an accident. Fostthe purpose of establishing passenger
capacity, weight per passenger and driver shatabmilated at 150 pounds.
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(1)
leelang—elewee&at—the—trent—epreapef—theeusmen anrnallv |nstalled passenger seatrnq seat
frame assemblies, and mounting hardware instaitbdrdorward facing, rear facing, or side

facing, or any combination thereof, pursuant to F®/571.207, shall be deemed in compliance

with Sectron 31406 of the Callfornla Vehlcle Code.

must be certrfred to be in compliance wrth FMVS3 207, and shall be performed by either a
Original Equipment Manufacturer (OEM) or First Stdganufacturer; Intermediate Stage
Manufacturer (ISM); or a Frnal Staqe Manufactut%SK/I) as defrned in T|tIe 49 CFR Part 567

Interchanqeable OEM seatlnq assemblv mountlnqshamﬂNare and the OEM specmc
structurally installed hardware receiver mountiahall not be altered or modified in any manner
to fit anv seats or seating assemblres exceptcasoka!d in (a)(3)

speemeel—rn—thls—seetren Buses manufactured in compllance with FMVSS mme deemed

in compliance with this section.

€6)

(b) Seatbelt Installation. Seatbelts required liyy $lection shall conform to the specifications set
forth in Section 571.209 of Title 49 of the Coderederal Regulations, and shall be anchored to
the vehicle in a manner that conforms to the satibns of Section 571.210 of Title 49 of the
Code of Federal Regulations.

(1) Each passenger shall be provided with a sepaedtbelt assembly. Passengers may not share
a seatbelt. The seatbelt shall bear acroskithbenespelvisof the passenger and pull rearward
and downward with respect to the passenger.

(A) The belts shall not be mounted such that the aagegoints are located forward of the
seatbelt buckle with respect to the seat facingtipasvhen secured. Anchorage points shall be
spaced so that the seatbelt forms a "U" shapedid@m in use. In no case may both ends-ef one
the sameseatbelt assembly be fastened or connected t@the securement point. This would
not prohibit two separate seating seatbelt asseanaliorage points from being fastened or
connected to the same securement point.

(B) Each seating position with the aftermarket lseldtassembly, in a farm labor vehicle and
mounted to the floor or bed area, shall ensure pasltion’s seatbelt strap length is equal in
length measured from the floor or bed area todpeof the seat cushion.

(C) Seatbelt anchorage points shall not be mountadl'ype 2 bus to a interior wheel well

raised, formed area, or to a entry step area, @O8tdegree angle on a step kick plate, or to any
structural body supports unless those anchoragespoonform to the requirements contained in
FMVSS 571.210.
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(2) Belts shall be sufficientlgdjustable-enreugh-40 ensurethey fasten securely and fit snugly
against the passenger.

(3) Seatbelts shall be manufactured by a manufctagistered with the National Highway
Traffic Safety Administration and specifically imiged for automotive safety belt applications,
and shall not be improvised.

(4) Seatbelt webbing shall be sewn to attachingeplar threaded through slots in the plates.
Seatbeltshall not be secured by bofigercing or extending through the webbing. Seatbel
threading and stitching shall be in compliance whiga requirements of FMVSS 571.2009.

(5) New or used seatbelts may be installed provitieg are in good condition, without
excessive wear or damage, and are installed pyop&dbbing material with cuts on the edges,
fraying, or which display evidence of impact sthetg or other damage, other than stains or
other cosmetic damage, shall be deemed not to 'lgwod condition.”

(6) New seatbelts shall be installed accordindn#installation instructions furnished by the
manufacturer.

(A) For vehicles originally designed to transpaaspengers, seatbelts shall be installed in a
manner equivalent to the original factory configima.

(B) Notwithstanding (b)(9)Fe+vehiclesbuses, as defined in 233(a) of the California \Zkehi
Code,not originally equmped with seat belts which acsv de5|qned used or maintained as
farm labor vehiclesde
e%her—th&n—the—whrele—m&nu#&etum shall have theeatbeltsh&”—beattaehed—te—a—s&u%dy
metal-portion-of mounted tahe vehicle’$sedy, floor or bederframe with bolts, lock washers,
nuts and washers or reinforcement plates.

(i) Washer or reinforcement plate sizes shall hastdd as necessary to prevent significant
deflection of the floor or other attachment pomtsen the belt is pulled firmly with ordinary
human strength.

(7) At a minimum, seatbelt securement bolts shalf /16 inch fine thread or 1/2 inch coarse
thread, or metric equivalent, unless otherwiseifipddy the manufacturer. Use of sheet metal
screws is not acceptable.

(8) Seatbelts attached to thedy,bed,floororothersheet-metafloor or bedshall be installed

with the bolts mounted vertically ., using-eitherreinforcementplates-orflat- washerbelow-
or-behind-the-sheetmetalMounting bolts shall have a minimum manufactuyeside 5 ASE

Standard, or equivalent rating. The seatbelt mpgritardware bolts, protruding through the

floor or bed of the farm labor vehicle, shall bewsed with either reinforcement plates or flat
washers and a lock washer with the appropriatatee@ and sized nut, or reinforcement plates or
flat washers and the appropriate threaded and selétbcking nut.Reinforcement plates shall

be at least 2 inches by 2 inches square, flat wasall be at least 2-1/4 inches diameter. Both
shall be at least 1/16 inch thick and shall notehany sharp edges.

(9) Seatbelts shall not be secured to passengarigdass the entire seat, seatbelt and seatbelt
anchorage assembly is manufactured in conformaitbeRMVSS requirements. Such seats shall
be secured to the floor in conformance with the uf@cturer's instructionst-the-

holes in seat frames shall not be enlarged to aquer bolts.
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(10) Seatbelts shaII not be secured to an emsﬂsgenger seat unlehe—seat—was—engmauy
Nanenakhhghmmy#miﬁ%a#e%dnm%en—andthe seat was orlgln Iimstalled by the
vehicle OEM manufactureor pursuant to (a)(3prnr-armannheregdivalentto-the
manufacturers-original-factory-installation- and the seat assembly is in compliance with
EMVSS 571.207 and 571.21@s-speciied-by-the-seatmanufacturer.

(c) Maintenance of Seatbelts and Anchorages. Theatqr of a farm labor vehicle shall maintain
all seatbelt assemblies and seatbelt assembly eagd®required under this section in good
working order for the use of the driver and allg@awgers.

(d) Operation. Except as provided in 31405 VC, aspn may operate a farm labor vehicle on a
highway unless that person and all passengersaperty restrained by seatbelt assemblies that
conform to this section. Regardless of the passaragacity calculated pursuant to subsection
(a) and indicated on the inspection approval c¢esti¢ issued pursuant to Section 1231 and on
the farm labor vehicle notice pursuant to Sectid®6(d)(2), no more passengers shall be
transported than the number of properly functiorsagtbelts available for use by the driver and
passengers.

(e) Derating of Passenger Capacity. Except as geovin subsection (d), passenger capacity
shall be determined by the number of seating mostinot by the number of seatbelts. A farm
labor vehicle presented for inspection with feweaitbelts than passenger seating positions shall
not be certified by the department until seatingifp@ns are removed or seatbelts added to
provide a seatbelt for each installed seating wosif he department shall not reduce the
designated passenger capacity indicated on thegtiep approval certificate to any number less
than the actual number of seating positions to @rsgate for missing or defective seatbelts.

Note: Authority cited: Section 31401.5, Vehicle @o&Reference: Sections 27315, 31401 and 3140148631
Vehicle Code.
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